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MAPPING OF HISTORY OF PANCHAYTS- 
HOW THE PROGRAM WAS DESIGNED 
AND IMPLEMENTED, IT’S IMPACT ON 
STUDENTS AND SOCIETY
BACKGROUND 
Balasabha is a platform for children that voices their opinion, ensures their involvement in decision making, nurtures 
their evolving capacities and reinforces the relevance of children’s participation. The concept of Balasabha was introduced 
in Kudumbashree based on its understanding of poverty and its different manifestations. It was based on the realisation 
that enhancement of capabilities of children from poor families will prevent intergenerational transmission of poverty.
Along with about 400000 Neighborhood groups all over the state, a similar yet distinctive method has been used to 
mobilize and nurture children’s collective - Balasabha. The Sabhas are structured neighborhood network of children. 
Each Sabha consist of 15 – 30 children in the age group of 5 – 18 years. Small Learning Groups for experimental and 
systematic learning, opportunities for understanding democratic process, participation in conserving environment, 
enabling children to unfold the intricacies of collectivization are the basic focal points of Balasabha. At present, 32878 
Balasabhas, covering 430908 children, have created glorious dimensions to the endeavor.

NADARIYAN  
Balasabha, the collective attempt to ensure children’s 
participation in the democratic space at the local 
Government level and in the community, has set a 
unique model by coming up with a brand new campaign 
to explore, research and study about the rich tradition 
and culture that our land posses.

GOALS OF NADARIYAN
•	 Preparing	Local	History	Study	Document
•	 Activating	Balasabhas
•	 Children	recognize	their	locality
•	 Recognition	of	the	goodness	and	
	 continued	work

NADARIYAN PROGRAM DESIGN AND IM-
PLEMENTATION PROCESS
‘Nadariyan’ Campaign was the program designed 
for the Balasabha members to explore research and 
study and thereby understand more about their own 
places. Nadariyan Yathra is the well known program 

implemented for the Balasabha members in the year of 
2009 November. Balasabha members visited the historical 
places, worship centers and government institutions in 
their Panchayath. They conducted interview with the 
grown up people for understanding development of their 
Panchayath. The people‘s representatives, social workers, 
CDS representatives accompanied them. The Balasabha 
members researched about the weather, farming 
techniques, soil, art, literature and culture of the olden 
times and will makes note out of that.

A minimum of 5 students would be selected from each 
Balasabha of every ward in panchayaths. Specially trained 
Balasabha Resource persons will lead the team. The 
Nadariyan campaign team will study about the history 
of the evolution of the name of the places, monuments, 
mansions, farming techniques, seed types, old farming 
tools, traditional art forms, folk arts, rural libraries, 
rural celebrations, mountains, valleys, rivers, eco system, 
transportation system, old health treatment methods 
and habits, history of all social protests, saving systems 
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etc. Through this campaign Kudumbashree envisages 
to make the students aware about the rich tradition and 
culture we possess and thereby making them able to 
retain those.

This study is inevitable to retain our bio diversity. 
Balasabha hopes to recreate a new Kerala out of this. 
The detailed reports on the Nadariyan Campaign were 
prepared. 

IMPACT ON STUDENTS
•	 Enabled	 to	 find	 out	 better	 opportunities	 and	
favorable environment for development 
•	 Enabled	to	find	out	the	history	of	the	evolution	
of the name of the places, about monuments, mansions, 
farming techniques, seed types, old farming tools, 
traditional art forms, folk arts, rural libraries, rural 
celebrations, mountains, valleys, rivers, eco system, 
transportation system, health system, old health 
treatment methods, health habits, history of all social 
protests, saving systems etc and made notes out of their 
findings.
•	 Created	a	better	social	support	system	
•	 Made	learning	an	enjoyable	process	
•	 Developed	 a	 civil	 society	 having	 great	 vision,	
creativity and social sensitivity 
•	 Uphold	values	of	democracy,	secularism,	social	
justice,	gender	equality	and	child	right	

 IMPACT ON SOCIETY 
•	 Children	intervened	in	social	issues	
 through Balasabha. 
•	 It	helped	to	develop	a	new	generation	
 with environmental commitment. 
•	 It	helped	to	improve	physical	and	mental	

 health of children through programs. 
•	 It	helped	to	utilize	the	allocated	fund	for	
 the children from the plan fund of LSGs. 
•	 It	helped	the	children	to	come	forward	from	
 the marginalized group to the mainstream 
 of the society. 

NADARIYAN FIELD TRIPS IN DISTRICTS
Nadariyan	 field	 trip	 took	 place	 in	 all	 the	 districts.	
Through	these	field	trips,	balasabha	members	explored,	
researched, studied and thereby understood their 
culture and tradition. Specially trained Resource Persons 
directed them for the whole campaign.
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District Number of CDS 
Conducted

Thiruvanathapuram 83
 Kollam 74
Pathanamthitta 58
Alapuzha 80
Kottayam 78
Idukki 54
Ernakulam 101
Thrissur 100
Palakkad 96
Malapuram 110
Kozhikode 82
Wayanad 26
Kannur 81
Kasaragod 42
Total 1065

The table I shows the Nadariyan campaign conduct CDS in 14 districts. 
All CDS conduct Nadariyan campaign

District Number of participants 
in campaign

Thiruvanathapuram                                                   
10529

 Kollam 1698
Pathanamthitta 2695
Alapuzha 4293
Kottayam 9766
Idukki 2066
Ernakulam 38304
Thrissur 14420
Palakkad 11252
Malapuram 19440
Kozhikode 6210
Wayanad 1650
Kannur 5384
Kasaragod 1345
Total 129052

The table II shows the number of Nadariyan campaign participants.  The highest number of children participated in 
Eranakulam district. The lowest number of children participated in Kasargod district. In most of the district children 
actively participated.

Apart	from	the	field	trips	to	their	own	wards,	26	balasabha	
members	 from	Kottayam	made	a	field	trip	 to	Attapady	
which was indeed a new experience to the balasabha 
members of Attappady as well. They had interactions 
with each other, understood more about the traditional 
agricultural methods of tribals and danced together for 
Kammattiyaattam, tribal’s traditional art form. They also 
contributed library books to the children of attappady.
In	Wayanad,	field	trips	are	almost	done	and	they	are	yet	
to	publish	the	findings	of	the	trip	as	a	reference	material	
for future. The Balasabha members came up with some 
new information about the history which was unknown 
to others. In all other districts, the campaign was in its 
full swing. The teams studied about the history of the 
evolution of the name of the places, about monuments, 
mansions, farming techniques, seed types, old farming 
tools, traditional art forms, folk arts, rural libraries, 
rural celebrations, mountains, valleys, rivers, eco 
system, transportation system, health system, old health 
treatment methods, health habits, history of all social 
protests, saving systems etc and made notes out of their 
findings.

Table 1

Table 2
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CONCLUSION
	The	Kudumbashree	State	Mission	planned	and	implemented	various	Balasabha	programs	in	district	and	state	level.	
The Nadariyan campaign is one of the programs from Balasabha. Through this program we got a lot of new knowledge 
about the history of the evolution of the name of the places, monuments, mansions, farming techniques, seed types, 
old farming tools, traditional art forms, folk arts, rural libraries, rural celebrations, mountains, valleys, rivers, eco 
system, transportation system, health system, old health treatment methods, health habits, history of all social protests, 
saving	systems	etc	and	made	notes	out	of	their	findings.	This	was	really	different	experience	to	the	Balasabha	members,	
Resource persons, officials and others. 

SUGGESTIONS
•	 Conduct	more	programs	like	Nadariyan
•	 Ensure	maximum	participation	of	children
•	 Ensure	the	quality	of	the	recording	data

ABBREVIATION
•	 CDS	–	Community	development	society
•	 LSGs	–	Local	self	government	institutions		


